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This REPORT consists of a total of 5 sheets, including this cover sheet. 
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This report contains Indications relating to the following items: 
Basis of the opinion 

Non^stablishment of opinion with regard to novelty. Inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack Of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Rule 66.2(a){ii) with regard to novelty, Inventive step or Industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 
Certain documents cited 
Certain defects In the International application 
Certain obsen^atlons on the International application 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY ppT/lF 03/00027 

EXAMINATION R EPORT international application No. POT/lt= u jajuu^ / 

i. Basis of the report 

1 With reaaid to the elements of the international application (Replacement sheets which have been famished to 
^Tr^^ngXce^^Se to an invitation under Article ^4 are referred to in this report "onginaily filed 
and tSnotmn&ced to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70. 1 7)). 



Description, Pages 

-| .-j 2 as originally filed 

Claims, Numbers 

■] .g as originally filed 

Drawings, Sheets 

1 ff.jff as originally filed 

2 With reaard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to J's Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otheiwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or fumished to this Authority in the following language: . which is: 

□ the language of a translation fumished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation fumished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under 
Rule 55.2 andA^r 55.3). 

3 With reqard to any nucleotide andtor amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
ZTr^SS^a pSnlnary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written fomn. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ fumished subsequently to this Authority in written fomi. 

□ fumished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable fonm. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure 
in the international application as filed has been fumished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 
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5. □ This report has been established as if (some oO the ^^^endmen^^^^^^^^ not been made, since they have 

been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)). 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report.) 

6. Additional observations, if necessary: 

V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or Industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 

Industrial applicability (lA) 
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2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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Reason^ statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Reference is made to the following documents: 

D1: US-A-4 726 247 
D2: US-A-6 322 472 

Document D1 discloses: 

an actuator comprising a series of elements 14 each rotatable relative to the next a 
housing 6 accommodating at least part of the series of elements with one end of the 
series projecting freely beyond an exit of the housing, the elements being guided to 
follow a non-linear path to the exit, means for driving the series of elements relative to 
the housing to vary the total length of elements projecting beyond the exit, and means 
for maintaining the projecting elements In linear alignment in a substantially ngid 
column 6; 

according to the entire features of claim 1 . 

Document D1 discloses also the features of claims 2.3,4,5 and 9. 

Claims 1-5 and 9 do not comply with Article 33(2) PCT. 

Dependent claims 6 and 8 do not contain any features which, in combination with the 
features of any claim to which they refer, meet the requirements of the PCT in respect 
of inventive step, because their features are described in document D2 as providing the 
same advantages as in the present application. The skilled person would therefore 
regard it as a normal option to include these features In the document device descnbed 
In document D1 in order to obtain the corresponding advantage. 

Claims 6 and 8 do not comply with Article 33(3) PCT. 

The combination of the features of dependent claim 7 is neither known from, nor 
rendered obvious by, the available prior art. 

Claim 7 complies with Articles 33(2) and 33(3) PCT. 
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Remarks: 

Independent claim 1 is not in the two-part form in accordance with Rule 6.3(b) PCT. 

The features of the claims are not provided with reference signs placed In parentheses 
(Rule 6.2(b) PCT). 

Contrary to the requirements of Rule 5.1 (a)(li) PCT. the relevant background art 
disclosed in the document D1 is not mentioned in the description, nor .s this document 
Identified therein. 
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